SCIENCE FICTION / FANTASY CLASS EXPECTATIONS / MR. BRADY – CARSON HIGH 2014-2015 pbrady@carson.k12.nv.us / school: 775-283-1910
The purpose of this course is to enhance your knowledge, application, and advancement in language with the fascinating backdrop of Science Fiction / Fantasy and Horror. You will be involved in reading, writing, creating, and grammar instruction, but all within the realm of sci fi / fantasy / horror. The ultimate goal is to prepare you for college by helping you find a love for reading and English making it relevant to your interests and future personal pursuits. We will be immersed in different types of fiction, from fantasy to the intergalactic to the mythological to the scientific to the almost realistic. Everything we read will be related to grammar, vocabulary, reading and writing, AND it will be enjoyable. In addition, the school year will also be devoted to the Senior Project (Research Paper, Project, Portfolio, and Presentation). But don’t fret, we will not abandon the thematic elements of the class!
ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING PROCEDURE
· We will be focusing on the following topics and subjects throughout the year:

· Reading

· 
Writing

· 
Language & Grammar

· 
Vocabulary

· 
Senior Project

· We will relate these topics and subjects to science fiction and fantasy using the following:

· Short stories

· 
Full-length novels

· 
Movie clips

· 
Your own creative writing

· What is expected of you and what your grade is based on during the First Semester:

	100 points
	CLASSWORK, HOMEWORK & QUIZZES

Throughout the semester, you will have a variety of writing, reading, and grammar assignments. My goal is to have you actively participating in the English language, so these assignments are vital. You will also be taking quizzes throughout the semester to identify where improvement has been made and where it needs to be reinforced.

	600 points

	MIDTERM & FINAL

The midterms and finals are an important part of your grade. The first quarter midterm and the second quarter final will encompass a sampling of what you have learned throughout the quarter/semester. 

	
	TOTAL GRADE FOR FIRST SEMESTER


· What is expected of you and what your grade is based on during the Second Semester:
	100 points
	CLASSWORK, HOMEWORK, SPEECHES & QUIZZES

Throughout the semester, you will have a variety of writing, reading, and grammar assignments...all sprinkled in the midst of completing your Senior Project, which will take most of our time, as you can see by the number of points.

	3000 pts total
	SENIOR PROJECT

The second semester will primarily be focused on completing everything to do with your Senior Project. Here is the breakdown:

         • Research Paper = 1500 points          • Portfolio = 500 points

         • Project = 500 points                           • Presentation = 500 points

	
	TOTAL GRADE FOR SECOND SEMESTER




CLASSROOM PROCEDURES AND RULES FOR BEHAVIOR

I adhere to all school policy for which you also will be responsible. Here are a few highlights which apply to my classroom in particular:

1. You are to remain in your assigned seat throughout the class period unless directed otherwise. If you need to go to another location in the school, you must ask me, not during class discussion, and I will decide whether or not the occasion warrants a pass.

2. Tardy: I require you to be through the door when the bell rings and heading for your seat. If you are not through the door at the time of the bell, you will receive a tardy. First tardy = warning; Second tardy = 15 minute detention; Third tardy = 30 minute detention; Fourth tardy = 60 minute detention; Fifth tardy = 1 lunch detention; Sixth tardy = 2 lunch detentions; Seventh & eighth tardy = referral to dean with 2 and 4 days work detail; Ninth & tenth tardy = referral to dean with parent conference and up to 4 days ALC (in school suspension). If you arrive later than 29 minutes after the bell (not including A/B 55), you will be marked absent.

3. Forms of punishment: I may arbitrarily assign you detention during lunch for any types of disturbances. You will have 24 hours advance notice to comply. For severe problems in behavior directed toward myself or another student, I may write you a referral.

4. I do not accept late work except with an excused absence which follows the allotted amount of time permitted by your CHS student rules handbook. Make-up work: A student absent from school when work is assigned will have three school days to make up the assignment (i.e. if you are absent on Monday, it is due Friday). Important! It is up to YOU, the student, to come to me for work you miss due to an absence. I will not remind you that you were absent or come to you with missing work! If you do not come to me for your work, it will be marked as a zero in PowerSchool. A “0” means you did not turn it in at the required time. Also, any work due or any tests/quizzes administered on the day of the absence are to be turned in or taken on the first day you return to class. Any projects or assignments given more than a week in advance of the due date are still due on that date even if you are absent.

AND NOW FOR MY OWN PERSONAL RULES:

1. Bring your novel, textbook, binder, paper and writing utensil to class every day, because I rarely lend anything since students do not return things; moreover, bring no food, drink (water allowed), gum, cell-phones, mp3 players, hats, sunglasses, headphones, or weapons (as defined in Webster’s Dictionary) to class. Cell-phones/mp3 players will be confiscated on sight with no warning and will have to be picked up by your parent or guardian through the dean.

2. Cursive/script handwriting is required on every assignment you complete. Print writing is not acceptable in my classroom and will result in a ten point automatic loss per assignment.
AND NOW FOR YOUR OWN PERSONAL RULES:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Final thought: I am always available to make an appointment with you for questions and help. I encourage you to come by any time I am in the classroom if you need me, not only on class days; however, do not wait until the last minute. Please make an appointment with me to ensure I am available to spend time with you.
Syllabus Signature Sheet

Please look over the rules one more time and go over them with your parents. Pay special attention to my policies on late work and makeup work and to the binder, solely devoted to Honors English I, requirement. These are the ones with which many students struggle the most. Sign below and have your parent(s) or guardian(s) sign below as well, and return ‘this page only’ to me. If you return it by August 22nd, you will receive a 10 point extra credit certificate good toward any future assignment. Put the syllabus page in the front of your binder so that you may refer to it during the year. If I do not receive this sheet within the first two weeks of school, expect a phone call home and a grade of zero.

Student Name (please print)

Student Signature

Parent/Guardian Name (please print)

Parent/Guardian Daytime Phone

Parent/Guardian E-mail

Parent/Guardian Signature

Comments/concerns: __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you,

Phillip A. Brady, M.A.

Carson High School

English Teacher / New Teacher Mentor

775-283-1910

GRADING SCALE:


A	90-100	    (4.00) 	    B   80-89	(3.00)	     C  70-79    (2.00)         D   60-69 	(1.00) 	      F  < 59    (0.00)


		











